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TODAY’S TOP ONLINE STORIES ONLINE READER REACTIONWant to see your photos in the News & Messenger?
It’s easy. Go to snap.insidenova.com

Shown here are some members of the Joe 15 Team working on a special project
for the “Be A Santa To A Senior” program at the Manassas Church of the
Brethren. {Posted by Joe15}

» Comments at insidenova.com on
a story that the Manassas gang at-
tack that left one student dead
was premeditated:

“The Latino community should take
responsibility for its willingness to
turn a blind eye to those that are
here illegally and causing much of
the problems. The legal Latinos
know exactly who the gang bangers
are and harbor many of them in their
own homes. Many Latinos have utter
contempt for laws that effect them.
Millions have entered the country il-
legally. Millions have stolen Social
Security numbers to allow them to
work illegally. Millions are having
children they cannot afford. Yes, a
majority of them are hard-working
people but they still encourage their
relatives to enter this country ille-
gally. Many send money back to their
home countries for that very pur-
pose. We can continue to bury our
heads in the sand or we can stand
up and fight this invasion to our
country.”

— Posted by backin2010
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yourcommunity
1. Chief: Manassas gang attack
was premeditated: Police chief
tells council members that officers
will continue increased presence in
Georgetown South.
2. Jennifer Grey edges out Kyle
Massey for DWTS title: Tuesday
night, the final three stars danced
their final two dances, and a winner
finally emerged.
3. PWC courthouse mysterious
white substance: Paint chips from
overnight mailers prompted the
emergency response Tuesday at
the Prince William County Court-
house, said Chief Deputy John Col-
lier of the Prince William County
Sheriff’s Office.
4. Micron to expand, add 123 jobs:
The company makes memory
chips for computers, cell phones.
5. Teen detained by police at vigil
released: A boy who was picked up
by police in dramatic fashion Mon-
day just before a vigil in honor of
the recently slain Miguel Hernan-
dez was released later that day.
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10% OFF
Parts and Labor
WITH THIS COUPON.

PLUS 10% OFF for
Seniors and Military
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Community Land-
scape Services
(CLS) will offer a

leaf removal program
within Montclair this
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.

For $50 per lot, CLS will
remove leaves that have
been collected by home-
owners and placed at the
front of the yard just be-
hind the sidewalk or, if
there is no sidewalk, just
behind the curb. The
leaves should not to be
gathered and placed in
the street for pickup.
Placing the leaves in the
street will cause them to
blow down the storm
drains and into Lake
Montclair.

CLS will remove leaves
from an entire yard, a
half-acre or smaller, for
$200 per lot. Any yard
larger than half an acre
will cost more depending
on the amount of leaves
and the size of the yard
(CLS to determine price
for larger yards).

Each homeowner must
contact CLS to make
arrangements for the spe-
cial leaf pickup. Please
call Community Land-
scape Services at 703-722-
2412 and ask for Vanessa
Lopez to place your reser-
vation.

American Disposal Ser-
vices will continue to pick
up your bagged leaves on
the regularly scheduled
trash pickup days.

To be thankful for
This Thanksgiving I am

thankful for the time I
was able to spend with
my grandmother. Mar-
guerite “Peggy” Hebert
passed away Oct. 14 at
age 85 and was inurned at
Arlington National

Cemetery on Wednesday.
Grandma was born and
raised in Brooklyn, N.Y.
After marrying Ernest
Hebert 65 years ago, she
became a dedicated Navy
wife who loved to play
bridge and had a great
sense of humor. She was a
loving mother of four,
grandmother of 10 and
great-grandmother of 8.

In addition to me and
my grandfather, she is
survived locally by retired
Col. Joseph P. Hebert and
his wife, Susan, of Four
Seasons.

Raise money for
Forest Park choir

Get a head start on the
busy holiday season. For-
est Park High School
choir students will wrap
gifts for a donation at the
Woodbridge Borders
book store on Prince
William Parkway. You can
mark “wrapping gifts” off
your holiday list when
you support the Bruins’
choirs during the Thanks-
giving holiday weekend,
Saturday through Mon-
day, and also Dec. 4. All
donations will support
the Forest Park choir pro-
grams.

The MPOA office will
be closed Nov. 25 and 26
for Thanksgiving. Have a
safe and happy holiday.

Tracy Hansen reports
Montclair neighborhood
news every Thursday in
the News & Messenger. If
you have news about
birthdays, your family,
club or HOA activities,
send it to Tracy at
montclairpn@hotmail.com

It’s Thanksgiving Day ... time to get
together with family and loved ones,
time to celebrate the things we are

thankful for, and a time when many give
their time to help others.

I had the opportunity to volunteer with
ACTS, and helped bag groceries for their
Operation Turkey Drive. Other volunteers
unloaded trucks, accepted and sorted do-
nations, put together the Operation
Turkey bags and stored items that were
not on the Operation Turkey list.

Many local organizations have been col-
lecting items for this event for months, in
order to make Operation Turkey a success.

The ACTS pantry was overflowing with
items to fill the Operation Turkey bags
with the following items: gravy, stuffing,
mashed potatoes, pie mix, pie crust,
sweet potatoes, corn, green beans, cran-
berry sauce and muffin mix.

Each bag also came with a gift card to a
local grocer for a free turkey.

It was amazing to see so many people
come together in a collaborative effort to
provide Thanksgiving meals to more than
1,600 families in our area.

In addition to Operation Turkey, ACTS
provides many services to our

community through their Turning Points
Program, Emergency Assistance Program,
Transitional Housing, 24-hour Helpline
and Thrift Store.

It’s important to note that there are vol-
unteer opportunities at ACTS year-round,
as well as a need for donated food items,
and other household items. Currently the
shelter is in need of household cleaning
items and toiletries. Any item you may
use to maintain your home, are things
needed to main-tain the shelter.

If you are interested in donating your
time, talents, or items to ACTS, please
give them a call at 703-441-8606.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Cydny Neville writes about community
happenings in Dumfries in each
Thursday’s News & Messenger. If you’ve
got a story idea, announcement or
event to tell her about, e-mail
cydnyn@yahoo.com.
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Peggy Sullivan was recently pre-
sented a board commendation by Hal
Deadman, president of the Action in
Community through Service board of
directors.

Sullivan retired from ACTS after 21
years of service in the Turning Points
program. Turning Points is the ACTS
program that provides prevention and
intervention services to victims of do-
mestic violence in the greater Prince
William area.

Sullivan was hired on Oct. 2, 1989,
as the training and education coordi-
nator and has been in that position
ever since.

Originally planning to teach high
school biology, she found out about
the Turning Points position at a time
when there were no openings for her
teaching expertise.

Two weeks into the job, a teaching
position became available, but un-
willing to leave without a two-week
notice she declined the teaching job

and remained at ACTS.
Looking back, she realized that she

enjoyed “the community as a class-
room” and educating the public in the
nuances of domestic violence. Sulli-
van’s success is her willingness to be
patient and find the “occasional win-
dow to shine the light through when
people think they know all about the
issue of domestic violence or don’t
want to hear about it,” she said.

One of her greatest achievements is
the inception of the Turning Points’
Court Program at the Prince William
Court Services unit. This program is
unique inVirginia, where staff and vol-
unteers who are trained in domestic
violence prevention and intervention
are available at the point of origin for
protective orders in the court system.

Their services help demystify the
process and provide real information
on the benefits and limitations of pro-
tective orders. Looking back, she re-
members the learning curve and her

nervousness she had as a new staff
member asked to help implement a
whole new concept with the court
services staff. She was patient and
learned fast through continued edu-
cation and reading as well as a few
mistakes along the way.

Sullivan has seen changes through-
out the years, but one that stands out
is that professionals and advocates
working in domestic violence preven-
tion and intervention are“more aware
today then when I first started about
the importance of a coordinated com-
munity response,” she said.

However, many people think they
know what domestic violence is after
hearing a report or reading an article.
The generic case is about power and
control, but there is no classic sce-
nario. There is not always a pattern. It
is important to keep updated on the
current laws and their repercussions.

— Action in Community
Through Service

Peggy Sullivan was recently presented a board commendation by Hal Deadman, president of the
Action in Community through Service board of directors, after 21 years of service in the Turning Points
program. {Submitted photo}

Sullivan commended for service to ACTS


